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Gardening Notes
from a Late Bloomer
CLARE HASTINGS
DRAWINGS BY OSBERT LANCASTER

‘I'm not dead yet,’ writes Clare Hastings to her daughter,
Calypso, who will one day inherit Clare’s beloved cottage
garden in the Berkshire Downs. ‘In fact I woke up this
morning feeling quite chipper. I glanced out of the
window . . . and thought about you. And felt a frisson of
panic. What if I were to be struck down before elevenses
on the B4009? I realized that I needed to leave you a
handbook about the garden. For you the countryside is a
pathway from the car park to the door, to be completed
on the run. But I'm not giving up.’
The daughter of writer and gardener Anne ScottJames, Clare too was a latecomer to gardening, daunted
by Latin names and nervous around plants. Then
she realized she wasn’t and never would be a ‘proper
plantsman’ – and that it didn’t matter. Since then she
has explored the joys of gardening, finding that a garden
is just like life. There are moments when you want to
divorce it and other times you can sit alongside it for ever.
Clare acknowledges that most – though not all – of what
she has learned about gardening came from her mother. In
Gardening Letters to my Daughter, published in 1990, Anne
imparted some of her vast knowledge of gardening to
Clare, who occasionally contributed a response. Now, after
many years’ experience of her own cottage garden, Clare
shares her gardening life notes with Calypso.
This is a delightful book, full of insight and humour,
as well as practical information for newcomers to
gardening. A gift for garden lovers young and old.

Cl are Hastings started
her career in the fashion
department of Harpers & Queen
magazine, before leaving to work
freelance as a stylist and later as
a costume designer. Thirty years
later, Clare changed direction
to work alongside her daughter,
Calypso, in The Indytute. Clare
and her partner, Nick, move
between the Berkshire cottage
and a flat in London, where they
continue to get their garden fix
by humping soil and plants five
floors up on to the roof.
osbert l ancaster
(1908–96) was a painter, a writer,
a cartoonist and above all a great
humorist. When he married
Anne Scott-James in 1967 he
found in gardens a whole new
subject for his witty pen – and
in his stepdaughter, Clare, a new
model for his drawings.

Publication
April 2018
Specifications

Hardback, £12.99
198 x 129mm, 128 pages
978-1-910258-98-9
Line drawings
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A Landscape Legacy
John Brookes

mbe

It is no exaggeration to say that John Brookes
transformed twentieth-century garden
design, not only in his native Britain but
throughout the world. He fundamentally
changed the way people think about their
gardens. In his first book, Room Outside, in
1969, he wrote, ‘A garden is essentially a
place for use by people . . . not a static picture
created by plants . . . plants provide the props,
the colour and texture, but the garden is the
stage and its design should be determined by
the uses it is intended to fulfil.’ Today, nearly
fifty years on, he emphasizes ‘the importance
of reconciling nature and the character of a
landscape with the needs and visions of the
people living in it’.
Over those fifty years he has designed
gardens – and taught garden design – in the
United States, Canada and South America,
in Russia and Japan, in Iran and Kashmir,
and all over Europe – always consulting ‘the
vernacular of an area, its materials and how
they are used, as well as its plants’.
Now, in A Landscape Legacy John Brookes
tells the story of his life and work and reflects
on how his thinking about garden design, and
design generally, has developed.

John Brookes was born in 1933.
He has designed gardens all around the
world, among them the College Green
Garden at Westminster Abbey, the English
Walled Garden at the Chicago Botanic
Garden, the Barakura English Garden in
Tateshina, Japan, the Zespol Palace Park
in Kikole, Poland, and many gardens in
Russia, the Middle East, South America and
all over Europe. In 1980 he founded the
Clock House School of Garden Design at
Denmans, West Sussex.
He has been awarded an MBE for garden
design and services to horticulture, the
Award of Distinction of the American
Association of Professional Landscape
Designers, the Garden Writers’ Association
of America Award of Excellence, the Quill
and Trowel Award of Excellence, the
Hutchinson Medal of the Horticultural
Society of Chicago, the Prix St Fiacre
de l’Association des Journalistes de
l’Horticulture, the Japan Flora Overall
Excellence Prize and countless other awards,
including four Chelsea Flower Show Gold
Medals. He lives in West Sussex.

Publication
April 2018
S p ecifications

Hardback, £40
270 x 210mm, 288 pages
978-1-910258-93-4
Illustrated throughout
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Brilliant & Wild
a garden from scratch in a year
LUCY BELLAMY
Photographs BY JASON INGRAM

Lucy Bell amy, who trained
in horticulture at the Chelsea
Physic Garden and with the Royal
Horticultural Society, is a garden
designer and writer (not to mention a
former contestant on The Great British
Bake Off ). Now editor of Gardens
Illustrated magazine, she has recently
moved from Lincolnshire to Bristol.
Jason Ingr am is a celebrated
photographer of gardens, plants, food
and people. He also works with top
international garden designer Dan
Pearson on private projects. Jason won
the Garden Media Guild Photographer
of the Year Award in 2013 and 2014
and was Features Photographer of the
Year in 2016. He lives in Bristol.

Publication
March 2018
Sp e cific ations

Hardback, £20
235 x 187mm, 176 pages
978-1-910258-63-7
Illustrated throughout
Rights sold: Germany
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From back-of-an-envelope list to flower-filled
paradise – Brilliant and Wild: A Garden from
Scratch in a Year gives even the most inexperienced
gardener the chance to create a beautiful and
wildlife-friendly outdoor space – from nothing –
in just twelve months.
This highly practical book shows how satisfying
and surprisingly simple growing a garden from
scratch can be, by:
• Providing clear step-by-step instructions for
making a low-maintenance garden that will
flourish within months and be fully established
within a year
• Focusing on perennial plants that are easy to
grow, loved by wildlife and look more beautiful
every year
• Illustrating the text with photographs showing
the author making her new perennial garden in
just one year

N EW T I T LE
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Setting the Scene
a masterclass in garden design
GEORGE CARTER
PHOTOGRAPHs BY MARIANNE MAJERUS

In Setting the Scene, leading landscape/garden
designer and Chelsea Gold medallist George
Carter distils a career of over thirty years in
garden design into pithy lessons that will be
invaluable to any garden designer (or garden
owner). George Carter’s work has been inspired
by the gardens of the past, from the formality
of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries to
the informal landscapes of the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. He cites the landscape
designer Humphry Repton (1752–1818) as his
greatest influence.
Setting the Scene shows us how successful
gardens are designed and made. Following
the pattern set by Repton in his famous Red
Books, George Carter takes us through the
process in meticulous detail, leading us from
the initial site plan to the glory of the finished
garden, and illustrating each chapter with
photographs and plans of gardens from his
own portfolio, including: Albemarle House
in Charlottesville, Virginia; a cottage in
Pennsylvania; farmhouses in Mirmande
in south-eastern France; Los Moritos in
Trujillo; The Garden of Surprises in Burghley,
Lincolnshire; Penshurst Place, Kent; Holkham
Hall, Norfolk; the Royal Hospital, Chelsea;
his own garden at Silverstone Farm, Norfolk;
and the garden of the Queen’s Gallery at
Buckingham Palace.

George Carter began his career by
designing exhibitions for museums and
art galleries. After working for London’s
Geffrye Museum and for the Sainsbury
Centre at the University of East Anglia, he
turned his attention to gardens and soon
attracted a variety of clients the world
over, with gardens great and small. He
has designed gardens in France and Spain,
Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Maine,
as well as all over Britain, and has won
eight Chelsea Gold Medals. Previous books
include Garden Space (Mitchell Beazley,
2005) and Garden Magic (Double-Barrelled
Books, 2015). He lives in Norfolk.
Marianne Majerus is a regular
contributor to many national and
international publications, including House
and Garden, Gardens Illustrated, Country Life,
Homes and Gardens, Country Homes and
Interiors, The Garden, English Garden, The
Times, Guardian and Daily Telegraph. Her
photographs have featured in over 200
books. In 2010 the British Garden Media
Guild named her International Garden
Photographer of the Year, in 2011 Garden
Photographer of the Year and in 2013
Features Photographer of the Year.

Publication
March 2018
S p ecifications

Hardback, £40
270 x 210mm, 208 pages
978-1-910258-59-0
Illustrated throughout
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Double Flowers

Gardens and Gardening

the remarkable story of
extra-petalled blooms
NICOLA FERGUSON
WITH CHARLES QUEST-RITSON

Nicol a Ferguson
(1949–2007) was a garden
writer of great originality and
intellect. Her first book Right
Plant, Right Place (first published
by Macmillan in 1984, later by
Pan and Cassell in the UK and
by Simon and Schuster in the
US) sold more than 460,000
copies worldwide. Take Two
Plants (David & Charles) followed
in 1998. Both books appealed
alike to novices and experienced
gardeners in search of inspiration.
Charles QuestRitson is the author of many
books on gardens and gardening,
including Ninfa: the Most
Romantic Garden in the World
(Frances Lincoln, 2009) the RHS
Encyclopaedia of Roses (Dorling
Kindersley, 2011) and Gardens of
Germany (Mitchell Beazley, 1998).
Charles Quest-Ritson lives in
Hampshire and Normandy.

Publication
March 2018
Sp e cific ations

Hardback, £30
230 x 170mm, 296 pages
978-1-910258-88-0
Illustrated throughout
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'A brilliantly readable account of double flowers,
exploring everything from their many varieties to their
biological development, their long history in our gardens
and the powerful emotional responses they elicit.
This supremely researched book will leave you
appreciating double flowers as never before.'
Stephen Blackmore, Queen’s Botanist and former Regius Keeper of
the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh

From the romantic allure of double roses and the
attention-grabbing flamboyance of double tulips to the
exquisite perfection of tiny double primroses, these
charming flowers are among the most loved of our garden
plants. Double Flowers is the first-ever handbook to explore
them in depth.
Double flowers are simply flowers with a greater than
normal number of petals or petal-like structures. They
occur spontaneously in the wild and can also be selected
and bred. This superbly illustrated guide – begun by
bestselling garden writer Nicola Ferguson before her
death in 2007 and completed by Charles Quest-Ritson
– celebrates some of the many thousands of beautiful
varieties produced throughout history. Nicola Ferguson
discusses how they have arisen; how they are constructed;
how and where they will flourish; how best to place them in
the garden; and the advantages and disadvantages of such
varieties for gardeners, for flower arrangers and for wildlife.

Head
Gardeners
ambra edwards
photography BY

charlie
hopkinson

Herterton
House
and a New
Country
Garden
FRANK LAWLEY

‘An informative and PHOTOGRAPHy BY
VAL CORBETT
eye-opening delight.’
Philippa Stockley,
Country Life

‘A beautiful and
timely book . . . buy
it for every garden
lover you know.’
Jinny Blom

‘You feel as though
you’re eavesdropping
on an intimate
conversation,
illuminating person
and place.’
Caroline Beck,
Gardens Illustrated
SPECIFICATIO NS

Hardback, £35
230 x 170mm
240 pages
978-1-910258-74-3
Illustrated throughout

FOREWORD BY

CHARLES
QUEST-RITSON

‘Lovingly penned,
deeply personal and
strangely moving,
it speaks volumes
about the intense
relationship that a
gardener gradually
forges with the space
that he/she tends.’
Irish Times
S P E CIF ICATIO NS

Paperback, £30
228 x 240mm
264 pages
978-1-910258-58-3
Illustrated throughout

Landscape
of Dreams

Making for
Home

the gardens of
isabel & julian
bannerman

a tale of
the scottish
borders

ISABEL AND JULIAN
BANNERMAN

alan tait

INTRODUCTION BY

andrea jones

HRH THE PRINCE
OF WALES
Sunday times garden
Book of the year 2016

‘I just gorged myself
on this magnificent
book. Transporting.
It’s the first garden
book I couldn’t put
down.’ Dominic West
‘A most potent record
of true brilliance.’
Anna Pavord

photography BY

‘Hypnotic and
romantic . . . it is
also a fascinating
tale of one man’s
experiences,
obsessions and
imaginings of a
Scottish valley.
The writing style
is absorbing . . .
The photography
is superb and
passionate.’
Reckless Gardener

S P E CIF ICATIO NS

S P E CIF ICATIO NS

Hardback, £50
285 x 230mm
296 pages
978-1-910258-60-6
Illustrated throughout

Hardback, £30
275 x 215mm
144 pages
978-1-910258-83-5
Illustrated throughout
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Pimpernel Garden Classics

Gardens and Gardening

Paradise
and Plenty
a rothschild
family garden

Topiary,
Knots and
Parterres
caroline foley

MARY KEEN
PHOTOGRAPHS BY

TOM HATTON
INTRODUCTION BY

GREGORY LONG
EPILOGUE BY

LORD ROTHSCHILD

‘This is an
exceptional book,
brilliant in all
departments
– writing,
photography, design
and production.’
Anna Pavord,
Independent
SP E C IFI CAT I O N S

Hardback, £50
270 x 210mm
304 pages
978-1-910258-12-5
Illustrated throughout,
seven double gatefolds
Rights sold: German
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Woburn
Abbey
the park
& gardens
keir davidson

‘Demonstrates that
this most ancient of
traditions is alive and
kicking, refreshed
and reinterpreted by
contemporary garden
and landscape
designers . . . You
will be reaching for
those shears.’
Sunday Times

‘This book is packed
with historical detail
and offers plenty of
visual inspiration.’
Anne Swithinbank,
World of Interiors
S PEC I FI C AT I ON S

Hardback, £50
270 x 210mm
288 pages
978-1-910258-18-7
Illustrated throughout
Rights sold: German

special PHOTOGRAPHy
BY

bridget davey

INTRODUCTION BY

the duchess of
bedford

‘The best countryhouse history
published in recent
years.’
John MartinRobinson,
Country Life
SPEC I FI C ATIONS

Hardback, £40
270 x 210mm
240 pages
978-1-910258-13-2
Illustrated throughout

You Should
Have
Been Here
Last Week

Beth
Chatto's
Shade
Garden

sharp cuttings
from a garden
writer

shade-loving
plants for
year-round
interest

TIM RICHARDSON

beth chatto

‘No one writes
better about
the gardening
scene than Tim
Richardson.’

PHOTOGRAPHS BY

steven wooster
afterword BY

david ward

Anna Pavord,
Independent

‘A masterclass in
garden design.’

‘Intelligent,

Francine Raymond,
Telegraph

thought-provoking,
contentious.’
Gardens Illustrated
SPECIFICATIONS

Hardback, £16.99
198 x 135mm
208 pages
978-1-910258-35-4

SPECIFICATIO NS

Hardback, £30
230 x 170mm
232 pages
978-1-910258-22-4
Illustrated throughout

The
Gardener's
Book of
Colour

Gertrude
Jekyll at
Munstead
Wood

Meadows
at Great
Dixter
and Beyond

andrew lawson

judith tankard &
martin wood

CHRISTOPHER
LLOYD &
fergus garrett

‘[A] delicious volume
by two leading
experts . . . this
book explains the
processes and the
very human side of
a garden designer
whose legacy
endures.’

PHOTOGRAPHS BY

‘Thoroughly revised
and updated . . .
[with] spectacularly
illuminating
illustrations, the
book sets out above
all to help you find
both what individual
colours and what
combinations
work best for you
throughout the year.
In short, invaluable.’
David Sexton,
Evening Standard
S P E CIF ICATIO NS

Hardback, £25
230 x 170mm
232 pages
978-1-910258-02-6
Illustrated throughout
Rights sold: German;
Simplified Chinese

Country Life
S P E CIF ICATIO NS

Hardback, £25
230 x 170mm
208 pages
978-1-910258-05-7
Illustrated throughout

jonathan
buckley & carol
casselden

‘An inspiring
book, factual and
enchanting. A highly
recommended read.’
Cottage Gardener
S P E CIF ICATIO NS

Hardback, £30
230 x 170mm
240 pages
978-1-910258-03-3
Illustrated throughout
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Architecture and Interiors

After
the Fire
london
churches in
the age of
wren, hooke,
hawksmoor
and gibbs
angelo hornak
FOREWORD BY

the rt revD
stephen platten

‘The buildings
that transformed
London’s skyline
in the late 17th
and early 18th
centuries, described
and beautifully
photographed by
the author.’
Country Life
SP E C IFI CAT I O N S

Hardback, £50
270 x 210mm
384 pages
978-1-910258-08-8
Illustrated throughout
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Bridges

New York

spanning
the world

places to
write home
about

marcus binney

polly devlin

Building bridges across
rivers, canyons and sea
represents one of man’s
greatest achievements.
This book looks at
more than 200 bridges
the world over.
‘Binney's examples are
drawn from around
the world and across
the centuries, from
the works of ancient
masons and medieval
carpenters to projects
by contemporary
architects and
engineers.’
Architecture Today
S PEC I FI C AT I ON S

Hardback, £40
245 x 300mm
256 pages
978-1-910258-17-0
Illustrated throughout
Rights sold: Japan

Art

On the
Fringe
a life in
decorating
IMOGEN TAYLOR

photography by

annie
schlechter

‘As sharp as an
upholsterer's tack,
Miss Taylor worked
‘. . . captures the
at Colefax for 50
glamour of small
years and offers a
space living by
rare account of a
peeking inside the
lost world . . . As
homes of New York’s well as unflagging
most fascinating
aperçus, [she] gives
personalities.’
a warm account of
Elle Decor
the craftspeople she
worked with, many of
‘This book is a
whose intricate trades
dream . . .’
are now lost. Here is
Hamish Bowles
a woman with a great
appetite for life.’
‘The writing is . . .
Philippa Stockley,
original, witty and
Country Life
dead-on accurate.’
Amy Fine Collins
SPEC I FI C ATIONS

Hardback, £40
305 x 229mm
224 pages
978-1-910258-07-1
Illustrated throughout
Rights sold: US & Canada

SPECIFICATIONS

Hardback, £50
285 x 230mm
224 pages
978-1-910258-77-4
Illustrated throughout

Osbert
Lancaster’s
Cartoons,
Columns and
Curlicues
including:
pillar to post
homes sweet
homes
drayneflete
revealed
osbert lancaster

Rex Whistler:
Inspirations

including:
family, friendships,
how to look
landscapes; love & war at art with
children
Hugh AND
MIRABEL CECIL
S P E CIF ICATIO NS

Hardback boxed set, £30
230 x 180mm, 176 pages,
978-1-910258-42-2
Illustrated throughout

‘Contains pretty
much everything you
need to know about
architecture.’
RIBA Journal
SPECIFICATION S

Hardback boxed set, £40
230 x 180mm
304 pages
978-1-910258-37-8
Line drawings throughout

Old
Masters
Rock

An Anthology
of Mine
REX WHISTLER
commentary by HUGH
AND MIRABEL CECIL
S P E CIF ICATIO NS

Hardback boxed set, £40
198 x 160mm, 88 pages
978-1-910258-15-6
Illustrated throughout

mariachristina saynwittgenstein
nottebohm
foreword BY

Portrait
Revolution
inspiration,
tips &
techniques
for creating
portraits
from the artists
of julia kay's
portrait party
edited BY

gary tinterow

julia l. kay

‘Fresh, original, and
captivating . . . a book
that many an adult
will read on the sly.’

Portrait Revolution
‘As a visual feast,
it offers an endless
source of inspiration.’

Philippe de Montebello

Paint & Draw

‘A wonderful
prelude to a museum
visit or a rainy-day
excursion in itself.’
Wall Street Journal

Showcases 450
portraits by 200
artists, in a wide
variety of media
from oil painting to
iPad art.

S P E CIF ICATIO NS

S P E CIF ICATIO NS

Hardback, £14.99
275 x 215mm
112 pages
978-1-910258-04-0
Illustrated throughout
Rights sold:
Simplified Chinese

Paperback, £18.99
240 x 187mm
224 pages
978-1-910258-50-7
Illustrated throughout
Rights sold:
US & Canada;
Simplified Chinese
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Cookery

Craft

Gift

History and

World
Street Food

Colour
Confident
Stitching

Posh Dogs

Ancestors in
the Attic

easy recipes
for young
travellers

how to create
beautiful
colour
palettes
karen barbÉ

Beside the
Seaside
carolyn &
chris caldicott
SP E C IFI CAT I O N S

World Street Food
Paperback, £9.99
128 pages
978-1-910258-39-2
Beside the Seaside
Hardback, £12.99
144 pages
978-1-910258-43-9
Both
229 x 210mm
Illustrated throughout
Rights sold: German
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‘Expect stunning
photography
and a whole new
perspective on
the art of handstitching.’
Love Sewing
S PEC I FI C AT I ON S

Paperback, £16.99
254 x 203mm
128 pages
978-1-910258-65-1
Illustrated throughout
Rights sold: German

in association with

country life

‘Posh Dogs gives a
round of a-paws to
our canine friends
. . . featuring every
dog . . . in all shapes
and sizes, at home,
at work, and having
fun in the beautiful
British countryside.’
Country Life
SPEC I FI C ATIONS

Hardback, £12.99
162 x 229mm
112 pages
978-1-910258-76-7
Illustrated throughout

including:
my greatgrandmother's
book of ferns;
my aunt's book of
silent actors
michael holroyd

In Ancestors in the
Attic distinguished
biographer Michael
Holroyd investigates
two intriguing
episodes in the history
of his own family.
Exploring the very
different pictorial
collections of his
great-grandmother
and his aunt, he teases
out their stories.
SPECIFICATIONS

Hardback boxed set, £30
230 x 150mm
64 pages, 56 pages
978-1-910258-84-2
Illustrated throughout

Biography

At Home
with
the Soanes
upstairs,
downstairs in
19th century
london
SUSAN PAlMER

‘. . . a fascinating
and detailed account
of social and
domestic experience
at the turn of the
19th century.’
Journal of the
London Society

‘Rich in incidental
information.’
Time Out
SPECIFICATIO NS

Paperback, £12.99
216 x 135mm
112 pages
978-1-910258-44-6
Illustrated throughout

Travel

Sir John
Soane's
Greatest
Treasure
the
sarcophagus of
seti i
john h. taylor &
helen dory

Sir John Soane's Greatest
Treasure tells the story
of one of the most
important antiquities
ever found in Egypt
– the beautiful calcite
sarcophagus of the
pharaoh Seti I.
S P E CIF ICATIO NS

Paperback, £9.99
215 x 200mm
96 pages
978-1-910258-87-3
Illustrated throughout

Seeking
New York

Riding
Route 94

the stories
behind the
historic
architecture
of manhattan
– one building
at a time

an accidental
journey
through the
story of britain

TOM MILLER

‘Packed with
drawings and
photographs, as well
as historical and
architectural facts,
it’s what we learn
about New Yorkers,
from the rich and
famous to the poor
and humble, that
really reveals the
beating heart of
Manhattan.’
CSMA Magazine
S P E CIF ICATIO NS

Paperback, £12.99
200 x 140mm
256 pages
978-1-910258-00-2
Illustrated throughout
Rights sold:
US & Canada

david mckie

‘Anyone curious about
what is going on in
those parts of the
country that never
receive any attention
from commentators,
politicians or policymakers – and who
might like to further
their understanding
of why a majority
voted to leave the EU
– should read David
McKie's wise, funny
and humane account
of travels through the
unknown Britain.’
The Oldie
S P E CIF ICATIO NS

Paperback, £9.99
198 x 129mm
256 pages
978-1-910258-34-7
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Pimpernel Wrapping Paper Books
Each wrapping paper book includes 12 sheets of quality standard-size (500 x 700mm)
gift wrap, folded into a paperback book, with a note-pad binding for a clean, easy-tear off.

Butterflies
& Other Bugs
FROM THE natural
history museum
978-1-910258-68-2

FROM THE VICTORIA AND
ALBERT MUSEUM
978-1-910258-48-4

Maps

Flowers, Fruit
& Vegetables

FROM THE BRITISH LIBRARY
978-1-910258-55-2

FROM THE natural
history museum
978-1-910258-61-3

Manuscripts

English
Chintz Fabrics
FROM THE VICTORIA AND
ALBERT MUSEUM
978-1-910258-46-0
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Art Deco Patterns

‘The joy of it is that
your gifts will look as
great together as they
do separately and you
won’t have all the fuss of
wielding paper rolls.’
Homes and Antiques

FROM THE BRITISH LIBRARY
978-1-910258-54-5

Robert Adam
Designs
FROM SIR JOHN SOANE‘S
MUSEUM
978-1-910258-56-9

All w rapping
paper books

Paperback, £14.99 inc. VAT
345 x 250mm, 12 sheets

